
BLYTH TALL SHIP REGATTA 2016 

Business Opportunity for Coach Companies  

The bustling port town of Blyth in south east Northumberland will host the prestigious 
North Sea Tall Ships Regatta from Friday 26 until Monday 29 August 2016.   

Some of the largest and most spectacular Tall Ships will sail into Blyth for a fantastic four 
day maritime celebration which will include live music, street theatre, crew parade, night 
time fireworks, eve of sail celebrations and a spectacular parade of sail. 

The event is expected to attract an average of 120,000 visitors on each day, all of whom will 
be able to get close to a range of historic vessels, some over 100 metres in length, along the 
length of the Blyth Quayside. Celebrations, activities and exhibitions will also take place in 
the town centre, Ridley Park and sea front to Blyth Beach. 

Whilst the Port of Blyth provides an excellent venue for the mooring and viewing of these 
magnificent Tall Ships, it will be a challenge to bring in the numbers of visitors we are 
anticipating each day. We would therefore encourage coach companies to consider offering 
an excursion service from their locality to Blyth which can benefit both residents and 
tourists staying in your area. 

Whilst the Tall Ships Regatta and the organisations behind the event cannot take any 
responsibility for any excursions you may wish to implement, there are advantages for us in 
that viable, well organised and well managed services from around the North East will 
contribute to alleviating potential traffic management and car parking challenges. In 
recognising this, we will: 

 Permit access into Blyth via designated coach lanes 

 Provide drop off and collection of passengers at locations adjacent to the main Tall 
Ships event site 

 Provide free coach parking at a designated site within Blyth which is walking distance 
from the town centre and Tall Ships event site 

If you are interested in providing an excursion service, please contact us via email at 
tourismdevelopment@activenorthumberland.org.uk  

From now until the event itself, we will be updating www.tallshipsblyth2016.com and will 
include items such as suggested tour itineraries for visiting other parts of Northumberland 
and the North East. 

Further details about the Blyth Tall Ships Regatta 

When are the Tall Ships coming to Blyth? 

The Tall Ships regatta will be in Blyth with a four day festival from Friday 26th – Monday 29th August 

2016. Ships will set sail from Blyth on the afternoon of Monday 29th August on their journey to the 
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Swedish port of Gothenburg. The ships will initially head south for a short distance on a parade of 

sail before heading east across the North Sea.  

 Where is Blyth? 

Blyth is a town and civil parish in southeast Northumberland, England. It lies on the North Sea coast, 

on the River Blyth. It is approximately 21 kilometres (13 miles) northeast of Newcastle upon Tyne. 

Blyth has a population of about 37,300. 

 What is Blyth known for? What type of town is it? 

Blyth is a bustling port town with a rich history and a keen sense of its own identity. There has been 

a settlement in this part of South East Northumberland since the 12th century, but modern Blyth 

grew rapidly in the first part of the 18th century and reaped the rewards of the rise of coal mining, 

ship building, modern fishing and the railway.  

Blyth is still home to a port and which handles more than 1.5m tonnes of cargo each year. Its 

harbour is dominated by a stunning wind turbine which generates electricity for the National Grid. 

There is also the popular South Beach, a beautiful stretch of golden sand, home to the only beach 

huts in Northumberland, all of which are available for rent. 

By Road:  

 

The main approach road to Blyth is the A189 'Spine Road' which is accessible from the A1 via the 

A19. The A193 is the main road through Blyth and leads to Bedlington to the west and North 

Tyneside to the south. The other main route into Blyth is the A1061. 

  

Town / City Miles / Kilometres (km) Approximate Journey Time  

Newcastle 6 miles / 10 km 17 minutes 

Hexham 35 miles / 56 km 47 minutes 

Alnwick 29 miles / 47 km 45 minutes 

Berwick 58 miles/ 93 km 1 hour 15 minutes 

Morpeth 10 miles / 16 km 20 minutes 

Edinburgh 114 miles / 183 km 2 hours 24 minutes 

Durham 32 miles / 51 km 47 minutes 

York 94 miles / 151 km 1 hour 54 minutes 

Leeds 115 miles / 185 km 2 hours 6 minutes 

Sunderland 24 miles / 39 km 41 minutes 

Hartlepool 42 miles / 68 km 56 minutes 

Carlisle 71 miles / 114 km 1 hour 30 minutes 

Middlesbrough 51 miles / 82 km  1 hour 3 minutes 

 

 Where can I stay?  

Blyth is accessible from any town or place in Northumberland. Northumberland has a variety of 

different types of accommodation to suit different tastes and budgets. A range of accommodation 

can be found on http://bit.ly/VNWheretoStay  

Need more help? Contact one of our tourist information centres, our friendly staff are more than 

happy to lend you a helping hand. http://bit.ly/NlandTICs  
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Struggling to find accommodation in Northumberland? Newcastle Gateshead and North Tyneside 

has a variety of accommodation from luxurious hotels to family friendly hostels.  

http://bit.ly/AccomNewcastleGateshead or http://bit.ly/AccomNorthTyneside  

 What other activities are taking place during the event?  

As well as the Tall Ships there will be lots of activities and events taking place during the 4 day 

festival in Blyth these include…….. 

 Northumberland Village, a celebration of all things Northumberland, see what else 

Northumberland has to offer.  

 Beach time fun! Fun in the sand at the links 

 Relax in the traditional deck chairs around the bandstand listening to live music 

 Enjoy fun at the fair in the town centre 

 Plus lots more to see and do, including crew sports, crew parade, firework displays, food and 

drinks  

Other events are taking place around the area, details of these can be found  

http://bit.ly/Festivalofcoast  

 Do I need a ticket for the Tall Ships event? 

Entry into the regatta itself is free but there will be costs for some of the activities and attractions 

although there will also be plenty of free entertainment as well  

 Are the ships accessible for wheelchair bound or limited mobility passengers? 

The Tall Ship Lord Nelson is the only visiting Class A ship with full disability access. 

 Can I bring a pram / buggy? 

You can bring prams / buggys into the regatta but they will not be allowed on ships. An area will be 

designated where you can store them whilst on board the ships.  

 Can I bring my dog to the regatta?  

Dogs are welcome at all outside entertainment venues. Dogs are not permitted on the ships 

 Will I get chance to go on board the Tall Ships? 

Yes, many of the ships will be open to the public for a unique opportunity to explore on deck and 

learn about life aboard these giants of the sea.  

 What is the weather like in Blyth in late August? 

The sunniest and warmest days in Northumberland can be found during August with temperatures 

ranging 17-23C. Being a temperate climate, conditions can change and become overcast or even 

experience significant downpours and get quite cool. It’s always wise to go prepared sun cream and 

an umbrella!  

 What to wear? 

Tall Ships is taking place over a large site with different surfaces so practical footwear is 

recommended. You should wear sensible shoes if you are planning to go on the ships. Dress for the 

wear and bring a waterproof in case it rains.  

 Will there be catering on site?  
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Catering concessions will be available throughout the regatta area. Blyth also has a variety of eating 

and drinking places in and around the town centre.  

 Visitor Information Points 

There will be 4 visitor information points at the Tall Ships event as well as around 30 Town Hosts 

who will be situated at various locations across Blyth. Town hosts  

• What other things can I see and do while I am visiting? 

This area, whilst known for its industrial development and history of fishing and seafaring, has an 

interesting story for today’s visitors. There are number of attractions, parks and walks to explore, 

from Blyth Battery; First and Second World War coastal defences to Woodhorn which celebrates the 

mining history of the area. Another must see is Newbiggin Maritime Centre, split into three areas, 

fishing, community history and the lifeboat gallery, there is something to capture the imagination of 

everyone. Just up the road is Seaton Delaval Hall a great house set in its own estate with lovely 

gardens and a fine collection; yet it is also much more.  Enjoy a walk around Northumberlandia, the 

world's largest human form sculpted into the landscape, a unique piece of public art set in a 46 acre 

community park with free public access and 4 miles of footpaths on and around the landform. The 

Ashington Colliery Heritage Trail was created on the former colliery site follow the panels to learn 

the story of coal, the colliery and the contribution it made to the culture, heritage, wealth and 

prosperity of the town which came to be known as the “largest mining village in the world”.  These 

are only a few of the attractions and gems within the immediate area.  For more information about 

these places and more to do in Northumberland go to http://bit.ly/VisitNLand  

A number of fringe events are taking place over the same weekend, take a look along to Newbiggin 

by the Sea to their Maritime Festival. A list of events and more information can be found at 

http://bit.ly/Festivalofcoast  

 What time will the firework display be?  

There will be a fire work display each evening (Friday-Sunday) at 9pm  

 Where is the best place to watch the Parade of Sail?   

Anywhere from Blyth Beach to Seaton Sluice  
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