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GROUP VISITS TO ALNWICK CASTLE

Alnwick Castle is the second largest inhabited castle in England; 
it has been home to the Duke of Northumberland’s family, the Percys, 
for over 700 years. 

The castle’s rich history is brimming with drama, intrigue, and extraordinary 
people; from a gunpower plotter and visionary collectors, to decadent hosts and 
medieval England’s most celebrated knight, Harry Hotspur.
 
Combining magnificent medieval architecture with spectacular Italianate State 
Rooms, Alnwick Castle is one of the UK’s most significant heritage destinations. 
In recent years it has also taken starring roles in a number of film and television 
productions, featuring as Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry in the Harry 
Potter films and as a location for ITV’s Downton Abbey.

Conveniently situated less than a mile off the A1 between Newcastle and Edinburgh, 
Alnwick Castle is an ideal destination for group visits. 

To book a visit, or for any further information, please contact our group bookings 
team on 01665 511 184 or groups@alnwickcastle.com

A MESSAGE FROM THE 
DUKE OF NORTHUMBERLAND:

“My wife and I are delighted to offer you a very warm 
welcome to Alnwick Castle, which has been my family’s 
home for over 700 years. It is an important part of  
Britain’s heritage; its walls are steeped in history and filled 
with tales of  warfare, romance and chivalry. We very much 
hope that you enjoy your visit to our special home.”

Ralph Percy, 12th Duke of  Northumberland
Ralph Percy, 12th Duke of  Northumberland, 
meeting the cast and crew of  Downton Abbey on set.



DISCOVER THE STATE ROOMS

With a history dating back to the Norman age, Alnwick Castle was originally built as a ‘most 
heavily fortified’ border castle with numerous defences. Purchased by the Percy family in 1309, 
it was transformed from a fortification into a family home for the 1st Duke and Duchess of 
Northumberland in the mid-18th century.

The castle’s State Rooms were restored in the 19th century by the 4th Duke, creating the lavish 
Italian Renaissance style that visitors see today, with one of the country’s most significant 
private collections of art, ceramics and furniture. 

This remarkable collection includes works by artists such as Titian, Turner and Canaletto; an 
extensive gallery of Meissen, Chelsea, and Paris porcelain; and the spectacular Cucci cabinets, 
originally created for Louis XIV of France. From the windows of each room, the castle’s grounds 
can be admired, and beyond them, the landscape created by Lancelot ‘Capability’ Brown.

The present Duke and Duchess of Northumberland still reside in Alnwick Castle, and so the 
history of the State Rooms continues today, with restoration works and ongoing daily care 
ensuring they remain in the finest condition.



EXPLORE BELOW STAIRS
The old servants’ corridor of Alnwick Castle has undergone a transformation. This area, now on 
display as ‘Life Below Stairs’, has been refurbished using information from a recently rediscovered 
plan and inventory of its rooms dating from the early 20th century.

The former Butler’s Room and Butler’s Bedroom currently house the exhibition ‘Let each man 
do his best: The Percy family and their staff in the First World War, 1914-1918’. Here visitors can 
learn more about some of the men who lived and worked at the castle and its estate and served 
their country in the First World War, with items displayed from both the castle’s collection and 
descendents of the men who served.

Along the corridor, see photographs of the castle household from the Edwardian period, learn 
about traditional roles such as Constable, Valet and Lady’s Maid, and even discover how much a 
servant would be paid in 1908.

Also open to visitors in this area are the Men Servants’ Room, showcasing livery and uniform of 
early 20th century household staff, and the Brushing Room, which now houses a gift shop.

GROUP VISITS

Group Tours
Alnwick Castle offers a number of fascinating private tours for group visitors. We are also 
very happy to arrange a bespoke tour for any groups with particular interests; if there is a 
specific part of our history or collection you wish your tour to focus on, please contact us for 
more details.

The State Rooms Tour and Historical Grounds Tour can be made available in a variety of 
languages; please contact us for availability.

State Rooms Tour
Explore the exquisite State Rooms with one of our knowledgeable guides as they tell the 
stories behind the Percy family’s history and uncover details behind the remarkable items on 
display.

Historical Grounds Tour
Discover the long history and huge importance of Alnwick Castle through the ages, from its 
Norman origins and medieval uses to restorations in recent centuries, and hear stories of the 
most notable inhabitants of the last 900 years.

‘Alnwick On Location’ Tour
Join a costumed interpreter for a tour around the castle grounds, taking in its cinematic 
history. Learn about the castle’s appearances in Harry Potter, Downton Abbey, and many 
other films and television programmes.

Food & drink
There are a number of delicious refreshment packages available for groups to pre-order 
including two or three course meals, fish and chips from our Victorian-style fryery, light 
lunches, afternoon teas or tea and coffee. 

Food and drink can be enjoyed in the Courtyard Café, the magnificent Guest Hall or even as 
you wander the castle’s grounds. Food vouchers are also available to give complete flexibility 
to your group members.



ALNWICK CASTLE ON SCREEN

In addition to Harry Potter, Alnwick Castle has had starring roles both in cinema and on 
television.

In 2014 and 2015, filming took place for two episodes of ITV’s Downton Abbey, with Alnwick 
Castle featuring as Brancaster, home of the Marquess of Hexham. Scenes in the grounds, 
surrounding parkland and throughout the State Rooms saw characters enjoy everything from 
dinner in the Dining Room to dancing in the Library.

Other small screen appearances include the BBC’s Hollow Crown Shakespeare adaptations, 1980s 
cult classic Robin of Sherwood and, famously, the first series of Blackadder.

On the big screen, the castle has appeared in Robin Hood: Prince of Thieves and Elizabeth, and 
will feature again in a major motion picture due for release in summer 2017.

Visitors can enjoy daily ‘Alnwick On Location’ tours showcasing where scenes were filmed; this 
tour can be booked as an exclusive for your group.

HARRY POTTER AT ALNWICK CASTLE

Alnwick Castle featured as Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry in the first two films of 
the Harry Potter series. Stars Daniel Radcliffe, Rupert Grint and Emma Watson joined cast and 
crew at Alnwick Castle to shoot scenes for Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone and Harry 
Potter and the Chamber of Secrets. 

Locations around the castle grounds were used for Harry Potter, many of which are instantly 
recognisable to fans. Most famously, the Outer Bailey is known across the world as the place 
where Harry, Ron, Hermione and their friends first learned to fly broomsticks. Nearby is the spot 
where Harry sees a Golden Snitch for the first time during his introduction to the wizarding sport 
of Quidditch.

The Inner Bailey was chosen as the site for the crash landing of the Weasley family’s flying car 
in Chamber of Secrets, while Alnwick’s Inner Courtyard became a Hogwarts courtyard following 
Charms lessons, and the Lion Arch became the route towards Hagrid’s house and the Forbidden 
Forest. 

Visitors to Alnwick Castle can recreate some of the magic with Broomstick Training lessons, 
available as a package for your group, or by taking a tour of Harry Potter filming locations.



A FULL DAY OF EXCITEMENT

There is always something to take part in at Alnwick Castle, with a variety of daily activities 
complementing special events and performances across the season.

Gather your medieval costume in Knight’s Quest and set forth to train in swordplay, become 
a craft-making artisan, and take a selfie on our thrones (or in the stocks). Then, if you are 
courageous enough, face our resident dragon in Dragon Quest.

For the more magical visitor, Broomstick Training will teach the ins and outs of basic flying 
courtesy of our resident wizarding professors; with enough skill, a friend with a camera might 
snap you mid-air!

In the Inner Bailey, test your aim in our Archery arena, venture into the dark and eerie atmosphere 
of the Lost Cellars and hear ghostly tales of the past, or discover more of the castle’s history in 
our tower museums.

In addition, a range of historical tours and talks are available daily, and we are joined throughout 
the season by special guest jesters, falconers and entertainers. There’s something to keep 
everyone happy for your entire visit at Alnwick Castle.



USEFUL INFORMATION

Opening times
April - October 

Grounds and museums: 10.00am-5.30pm (last entry 4.00pm)
State Rooms:           10.30am-4.30pm (last entry 4.00pm, Chapel closes at 3.00pm)

Group benefits
Groups of  14 or more people receive the
following benefits:

• Discounted admission
• Free admission for driver and

   group leader
• 10% gift shop discount
• Free parking and easy drop-off
• Discounted refreshment packages
• Free dining voucher for driver
• Specialist tours and foreign language 

   guides available on request
• Meet-and-greet service available
• Range of  bookable tours and activities
• Foreign language guides available.

We are very happy to discuss rates for
regular visits and welcome enquiries 
about bespoke visits. We also have an
engaging programme of  activities for school
and student groups; please visit our website
or contact us for details.

Guidebooks
Alnwick Castle guidebooks can be 
pre-ordered at a discounted rate and
collected on the day of  your visit. Our
guidebooks are available in English, French,
Spanish, German, Portuguese, Russian,
Japanese and Mandarin.

Accessibility
Some areas of  the castle and grounds have
limited accessibility; please visit our website
for the full access statement.

Free mobility scooter and wheelchair hire is
available on request.

Assistance dogs are welcome in the castle
and grounds.

How to find us
Alnwick Castle is situated less than a mile
off  the A1, 35 miles north of  Newcastle
and 80 miles south of  Edinburgh.

Alnwick Castle, Alnwick, Northumberland, NE66 1NQ
Telephone: 01665 511 184
Email: groups@alnwickcastle.com

www.alnwickcastle.com/groups
http://manchesterwechat.com/英格兰西北/alnwick-castle
All information is correct at time of  going to print. Alnwick Castle reserves the right to alter opening times and other 
details at its discretion.

  


