Bremenium Roman Fort Walk
This publication includes mapping data licensed
from Ordnance Survey © Crown Copyright and/or
database right 2008. Licence number 100022521.

Grade: Easy

Distance: 0.4 miles (0.74km)

Time: 20 mins

Start OS Grid Ref: NY 833 986

A

Parking: Just off the road on the far
side of the green at High Rochester
Toilets: Otterburn
Local services: Rochester and
Otterburn

A

Nearest National Park Centre:
The Coquetdale Centre, Rothbury
Terrain: Footpaths over grassy fields
Description: For 250 years Bremenium
was the most northerly occupied fort in
the entire Roman empire.This easy
family walk offers you the opportunity
to explore the remains and discover
some of its secrets.
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Go through the metal field gate on
the road and bear immediately left.
Follow the path around the remains of
the earth ramparts of the Fort.This
would originally have consisted of an
earth and turf rampart, topped by a
wooden palisade and an outer ditch.
Continue as the path bears left around
the ramparts, passing the North Gate on
your left. Head for the ladder stile over
the dry stone wall. The fort is roughly
rectangular in shape, with a gate in each
wall, and towers at intervals.
Cross the stile and follow the path as it
bears left and along the top of the field,
passing an ash tree and the remains of
the West Gate. On the left of the West
Gate are the moulded cap and springer
which supported the arch. To either side
were towers built of large stone blocks.
From this point there are commanding
views of Upper Redesdale, towards
Carter Bar and Kielder Forest. It is easy
to see what a strong position the fort
occupied.
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Continue along the top of the field,
towards the wall. You are walking alongside the most obvious remains of the
banks and ditches that surrounded the
fort, protecting the approaches from
unwanted visitors.
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Cross the ladder stile over the wall.
Bear left to another stile, passing the
remains of one of the Wall Towers.
Below you and to the right is the village
of Rochester. Some of the buildings in the
village contain stone robbed from the fort
in the early 19th Century. By 1810, the
majority of the south and east walls and
the south gateway had been dismantled.
Take care as you cross the road, and climb
the next ladder stile.With Dykehead
Farm on the hill ahead of you, cross the
rough grassland to another stile. Continue
to bear left, following the line of the fort
banks and ramparts, to cross another
stile over the wall.
Return to your vehicle over the final
ladder stile onto the road.

Getting there

Points of interest

Travelling North on the A68 - on the
approach to Rochester Village, take the
first road on the right, a single track road
heading uphill between the war memorial
and the bus stop.

Bremenium means 'Place of the Roaring
Stream', a reference to the Sills Burn
which flows through the narrow valley
to the west of the fort.

Travelling South - immediately outside the
village of Rochester, take the single-track
road on the left, behind the bus stop.
Follow this road past the houses and
continue to the top of the hill to High
Rochester. Park considerately just off the
road on the rough grass on the far side of
the village green, before passing through
the metal gate.

Follow the
Countryside Code
• Be safe, plan ahead and follow
any signs
• Leave gates and property as
you find them
• Protect plants and animals and
take your litter home
• Keep dogs under close control
• Consider other people

Bremenium Roman Fort

Bremenium is a Roman fort, built almost
2,000 years ago.The site was chosen by
Julius Agricola, Roman Commander and
Governor of Britain in the late 1st Century.
His legions temporarily conquered the
whole of North Britain as far as Invernes
-shire in Scotland.
Forts provided a secure base from which
to mount an attack or to keep an eye
on the local population. Bremenium
started life as a supply fort on the major
military highway known today as Dere
Street, which follows roughly the line of
the modern A68.
Dere Street can best be seen from the
West Gate of Bremenium, visible as a
dark line climbing the far bank of the
Sills Burn and then bears right. Further
along this route are a number of Roman
marching camps and practice camps and
the complex of earthworks at Chew
Green, before it heads into Scotland.
Most of what you can see today is 3rd
Century, a result of Emperor Severus
ordering the reorganisation of frontier
defences.
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Before the Romans arrived, there was a
large late Iron Age enclosure occupying
the site, which is partly buried beneath
the western defences of the original fort,
which was rebuilt in stone in the mid 2nd
Century. In the 3rd Century,
1000 men lived at Bremenium - auxiliaries
recruited from countries conquered by
Rome (France, Belgium, northern Spain
and the former Yugoslavia).The garrison
included infantry and cavalry, and a unit of
scouts - the Numerus Exploratores who policed the countryside and gave
advance warning of any threat or trouble
further north.It was one of five outpost
forts maintained as early warning stations
for Hadrian's Wall and remained the
most northerly occupied and strategically
important outpost fort on the edge of
the Roman Empire until it was abandoned
in about AD 340.
Little is known about Bremenium in the
so called 'Dark Ages' following the
collapse of the Roman Empire but the
fort still offered some protection over
1000 years later, during the lawless times
of the Border Reivers.When High
Rochester was 'laid waste' by Scottish
reivers in 1581, stone from the Roman
fort was used to build two 'bastles' as a
safe refuge for the inhabitants.These
defensible farmhouses still survive today.
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