
 

 

Northumberland - Our Active Spirit suggestions: 

 

 

 

• Go stargazing, try watersports and see rare Ospreys at Kielder Water and 

Forest Park, voted England’s Best Tourism Experience at the VisitEngland 

Tourism Awards 2013. 

 

• Drive through the spectacular Cheviot Hills in Northumberland National Park, 

England’s most tranquil and least visited National Park where you’ll not see 

many other cars, but you will see colourful moorland, evidence of our ancient 

ancestors and rare wildlife like red squirrels, otters and curlew. 

 

• Watch the iconic curve of Hadrian’s Wall 

as it snakes above the beautiful Tyne 

Valley.  Visit one of our historic Roman 

forts and imagine how the legionnaires 

adapted to this wild, untamed corner of 

England 1800 years ago. 

 

• Explore Britain’s first UNESCO-endorsed European Geopark in the North 

Pennines Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, trying new activities like 

cycling, horse-riding or fishing on some of England’s best salmon rivers. 

 

• Learn to ride a broom or fight dragons like Harry Potter at Alnwick Castle, 

then explore the beautiful contemporary gardens or have lunch in a tree 

house at the Alnwick Garden. 

 

• Gaze at the awe-inspiring ruined castles 

that dot Northumberland’s rugged coast 

from a near-deserted white sand beach, 

or challenging coastal golf course. 

 

• Tick off the sites included in the Flodden 

Eco-Museum including the site of the bloody battle where the last British 

King to die at the head of his army was slain, 500 years ago this year. 

 

• Admire the dramatic ruins of Dunstanburgh Castle looming over the crashing 

waves whilst you enjoy a platter of fresh seafood plucked just hours before 

from the North Sea, including the world famous Craster Kippers. 

 



 

 

 

 

• Munch on a Northumberland crab sandwich on the near deserted beach 

below Bamburgh Castle, recently voted Britain’s best picnic spot in a 

competition run by Kingsmill Bread. 

 

• Take a boat ride to the beautiful Farne 

Islands, famous for their rare seabirds, 

cute puffins and one of Britain’s largest 

colonies of Grey Seals.  Return to a 

warming Alnwick Rum and Seahouses’ 

famous fish n chips. 

 

• Reflect in the ruins of Lindisfarne Priory on iconic Holy Island, cut off by the 

sea twice a day and where the spectacular Lindisfarne Gospels were 

illuminated in homage to St Cuthbert. 

 

• Take an East Coast line train ride down the beautiful Northumberland Coast, 

crossing the Border Bridge at Berwick-upon-Tweed in the North before 

passing awesome castle ruins, cute seaside villages and sweeping views of 

the North Sea, all part of the Northumberland Coast Area of Outstanding 

Natural Beauty. 

 

• Wonder at the bravery of Grace Darling 

at the museum dedicated to the memory 

of her rescue of shipwrecked sailors, just 

across the road from her grave in a 

sleepy seaside churchyard. 

 

• Visit Berwick-upon-Tweed, "the town that 

L.S. Lowry Loved", to walk in the footsteps of the great 'stick men' painter on 

The Lowry Trail and don't miss the exhibition "L.S. Lowry in Berwick and 

Northumberland" for an opportunity to see original Lowry works in the 

Granary Gallery - 21st June-21st Sept (Wed-Sun). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


