
ITINERARY OUTLINE DESCRIPTIONS 

 

Hadrian’s Wall, Hexham and Tynedale Close  

The spectacular scenery of the rugged countryside of Hadrian’s Wall forms a strong 

background to this World Heritage Site which formed Rome’s Northern Frontier 

almost two thousand years ago. Its towns and villages with their character and 

charm hide a history of troubled times in the past. Hexham, was recently voted the 

best market town in Britain and the town grew around the Abbey first built in 674ad. 

Places to visit: Hadrian’s Wall, Chesters Roman fort, Housesteads Roman fort, 

Vindloanda Roman fort, Hexham and its Abbey Church, Corbridge. 

 

 

Northumberland Coast and Castles (inc Holy Island, Bamburgh, Alnwick) 
 

Northumberland has more castles and fortified buildings than any other English 

county. Some of the most spectacular are on the beautiful Heritage Coast, officially 

recognised as an Area of Outstand Natural Beauty (AONB), with miles of uncrowded 

beaches, punctuated by picturesque fishing villages, nature reserves, and, of course 

the famous castles. 

Places to visit: Holy Island, Lindisfarne Priory and Castle, Bamburgh Castle, Alnwick 

Castle & the Alnwick Garden, Warkworth Castle, Craster, Howick Hall. 

 

 

 

Northumberland National Park, Rothbury, Ford & Etal Close  

Enjoy England’s most peaceful and tranquil place. The dramatic hills and sheltered 

valleys of the Northumberland National Park, stretch from Hadrian’s Wall country to the 

Scots border. Two of hidden gems here are the villages of Ford and Etal. Situated in 

the valley of the River Till. They were originally two separate estates but are now 

owned and managed as one, both are rich in history and the estate includes the site of 

the battle of Flodden Field. 

 

Places to visit: Ford & Etal Estates, Rothbury, Cragside House. 
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Kielder Water/Forest and Redesdale Close  

Europe’s largest manmade forest and Britain’s largest stretch of artificial lake form 

the Kielder Water and Forest Park. A range of activities include a trip round Kielder 

Water, Birds of Prey centre, Lakeland walks, water activities and visitor centres 

showing the diversity of this amazing location. Kielder Castle is the site for art 

exhibitions, galleries and shops and other outdoor activities. Public works of art are 

located everywhere and provide interest on any visit. The historic Otterburn village is 

a few miles from Kielder, where Otterburn Mill is the major attraction, with its original 

18th Century machinery still on display. Visitor facilities include the extensive Mill 

Shop and “The Weaver” restaurant, famous for its home cooking. (Try the sausage 

rolls!!) 
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